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EXCURSION TO HASTINGS.
JUNE 11TH, 1904.
Director: W. J. LEWIS ABBOTT, F.G.S., F.A.I.
Excursion Secretary: HAROLD WALKER, A.R.C.Sc., F.G.S.
(Report by THE DIRECTOR.)
THE party journeyed to Hastings, and were met at Warrior
Square by Mr. Lewis Abbott and some members who had
travelled by other routes. After alighting at Hastings Station
they proceeded to the Town Hall, where, in the unavoidable
absence of the Mayor, they were welcomed to the town by Mr.
Alderman Tuppenny in a genial speech, to which the President
responded. After partaking of refreshments, kindly provided by
Mr. Tuppenny, the party was joined by a number of the members
of the Corporation and with the influential people of the ancient
town, numbering in all between 70and 80, proceeded to the West
Hill, adjoining the Castle. Here a general account of the origin
and denudation of the Wealden area from secondary to historic
times was given by the Director. The Hastings kitchen middens
were then visited and explained. The end of one of these old refuse
accumulations still remained untouched and was opened up by the
Director. Here was seen one of the old hearths with a layer of
charcoal some three inches thick resting upon the baked hearth
beneath, with bones, shells, and worked and burnt flints. The
cliff at this place is over 200 feet high, and at about three-fourths
of the way up there is a ledge some 30 yards wide. The rocks
weather into minor ledges and are very much fissured, leaving
openings up to ten or twelve feet wide for many yards in extent.
It was claimed that these were by far the most important and
complete set of relics that had ever been unearthed in one place,
furnishing us with a list of the animals of the period, the mollusca
and fish upon which these people fed, their implements, which for
minuteness of size, quaintness of outline, and delicacy of working
were quite unique; their pottery and other relics of a civilisation,
which was said to resemble in many respects that of the
Terra del Fuegans of to-day.
The ancient castle was next visited under the able direction
of Mr. Chas. Dawson, F.G.S., F.S.A., and Mr. John Lewis,
c.E., F.S.A., by the kind permission of the Earl of Chichester,
and the history of this ancient pile and its many interesting
features were explained in a manner which no one else could do.
Details were also given of the excavations which brought the
different parts of the building to light, with which these gentlemen
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have been connected. Attention was then directed to the East
Cliff, where a series of remarkable beds occur on the old sloping
solid rock surface; landward they commence as an ordinary hill-
wash, but at the sea cliff face there are two well-marked beds
attaining a thickness of 8 or 10 feet. The bottom one was
described as being almost a bone-breccia, the bones being for the
most part human, which must have belonged to many hundreds
of individuals of all ages. In this bed were also found a large
number of worked flints, ordinary neolithic un-iron-stained
implements of well-known types, the small delicate work of the
kitchen midden men, and iron-stained, deeply patinated palreo-
lithic specimens, bones of animals and fish, and sea and land
shells. This was cut into by another bed of somewhat similar
composition, but containing different relics from those of the bed
below, including Roman pottery and iron rivets. The human
skulls were divisible into two groups, a round, low, broad- fore-
headed, and a long-headed race. Another skull was shown, taken
from a fissure, which presented quite different features, the chief of
which were the large supercillary ridges, and the apparently very low
sloping forehead. The cliffs along the foreshore were next
visited, which consisted of Fairlight clays, Ashdown sands, and
Wadhurst clay. Fossils from and specimens of the various curious
rocks were collected in the short time at disposal.
After tea a visit was made to the Museum, where special
exhibits had been prepared of the relics recovered from the kitchen
middens, which numbered some thousands of specimens. The
worked flints from the Cromer Forest Bed j a set of specially fine
Plateauliths j a set of Transitionals from Plateauliths to Palseoliths j
sets of implements from beneath and in the Chalky Boulder Clay j
series to illustrate all the late discoveries of M. Reitot: series of
implements from a low gravel at Sevenoaks, suggesting a bridge
over between the Paloeolithic and Neolithic Ages; and a series of
relics from the East Hill. In the Museum great interest was also
shown in the fine Wealden fossils and the Pleistocene collection
of the Director. Several of the members remained behind for
some days, and were taken over the district by the Director.
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